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beams, culminating in “one of Burlington’s purest examples of the Tudor Revival style.” These statements of
significance demonstrate the integral position of these properties in the West Davis Street—Fountain Place Local
Historic District and exemplify the very reason local communities designate historic districts.

The West Davis Street-Fountain Place Local Historic District has stayed remarkably intact through the years and
has benefitted from the careful stewardship of many owners who are as diverse as the buildings within its
boundaries. The prospect of the removal of the four properties in question from the current boundaries of the
West Davis Street—Fountain Place Local Historic District is of great concern as are the reasons stated by the
applicants.

The RGA Report outlines each of the applicants’ complaints, addressing each one thoroughly, and substantiates
in detail how the City and Historic Preservation Commission have addressed or are in the process of addressing
some of them. Preservation North Carolina is aware that in recent years the City of Burlington has been working
diligently to improve the review process for Certificates of Appropriateness, update its Design Standards to
reflect new materials and technologies, encouraging training of new and existing Commissioners, and developing
educational programs and information geared toward property owners and the public. We applaud the
Commission’s efforts to honor its mission as outlined in its local ordinance and state enabling legislation, while
recognizing opportunities to improve the local process.

As for economic viability and financial advantage to remaining in the local historic district, we would like to
point out that these four properties make up approximately 6.5 acres in the district and comprise a combined
$2,220,620 in assessed value. The assessed tax value for the land is a mere $464,863. The assessed value of the
houses is $1,755,757. Clearly the values of the architecture are strong, and much can be attributed not only to the
quality of construction, materials and styles, but the stability and investor security that location in the locally
designated historic district affords property owners. Incentives such as historic tax credits for rehabilitation and
repair add to the financial advantages.

We are puzzled by this dramatic request to remove such prominent parcels from the West Davis Street—Fountain
Place Local Historic District. In reviewing the over 30 Certificate of Appropriateness applications for the four
parcels since the creation of the historic district, we identified only one denial. That application was for a porch
roof on a property that has since been demolished by the applicant.

We urge the City of Burlington to live up to its commitment to all current and future property owners in the
City’s historic districts to ensure that their careful stewardship of Burlington’s built heritage and thoughtful
investment in their own private property will not be diminished by such a short-sighted request.

Any amendment to exclude these pivotal properties essential to the story and context of the historic district will
result in a substantial negative impact on an otherwise remarkably cohesive district, render vulnerable prominent
houses and parcels, and potentially cause ripple effects across the City. We are keenly aware of the potential
precedent for other property owners in other communities. We strongly encourage the Historic Preservation
Commission and the City of Burlington to maintain the current district boundaries which define in no small way
the character of the West Davis Street-Fountain Place Local Historic District.
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